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Turkey’s Discovery of Natural Gas in the
Black Sea: What Does it Mean for Turkey?

GLORIA SHKURTI OZDEMIR*

ABSTRACT For many years Turkey has been a net importer of natural gas;
however, the latest discovery of natural gas in the Black Sea is considered as a
turning point in Turkey’s future. Starting from 2012, Turkey has undergone an energy
transition period and as a result of the effective and successful policies Turkey now
is among the few states that can conduct exploratory activities in their offshore
territories. Turkey’s discovery was one of the largest ever in the Black Sea and it is
maybe one of the greatest in 2020. This article provides a general framework of the
energy transition in Turkey, called Turkish Energy Transition 1.0 and 2.0, followed
by an analysis of how the latest discovery in the Sakarya field would impact Turkey
from three different perspectives: energy, economy and geopolitical. Furthermore,
as a result of its importance, the natural gas discovery in the Black Sea became the
center of attention for many domestic and international actors. Within this context,
this article will briefly analyze the domestic and international reactions to this
discovery.
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SN Gasfield Year of discovery ~ Country Basin Water depth/m  Recoverable reserves/(x 10°m?)
1 Shtokmanovskoye 1988 Russia Barents Sea 330 3200.0
2 Mamba 012 Mozambique Rovuma 1690 15576
3 Ludlovskoye 1990 Russia Barents Sea 300 1500.0
4 Prosperidade 2010 Mozambique Rovuma 1548 7311
5 Zohr 2015 Egypt Nile Delta >2000 628.755
6 Leviathan 2010 Israel Levant 1634 6024
7 Jansz 2000 Australia North Carnarvon 1321 566.34
8 Golfinho 2012 Mozambigue Rovuma 1027 559.7
9 Greater Tortue Complex 216 Senegal Senegal 2700 481.389
10 6506/12-1 1996 Norway Norway Sea 303 405.77
Smorbukk
1 Torosa 1971 Australia Browse 500 343.485
12 6305/5-1 1997 Norway Norway Sea 857 315.1
Ormen Lange
13 Coral 2012 Mozambique Rovuma 2261 305.4
14 Tamar 2009 Israel Levant 1676 283.17
15 Abadi 2000 Indonesia Arafura Sea 300—1000 283.17
16 SNOHVIT-ALBATROSS 1982 Norway Barents Sea 320 265.43
17 Daniel East and West 2016 Israel Levant Offshore 252.021
18 Poseidon 1 2009 Australia Browse Deepwater 241939
9 Dhirubhai 2002 Bay of Bengal  Krishna-Godavari  2000-3000 198.22
20 Greater Sunrise 1975 Australia Bonaparte 75-700 188.350
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